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Eileen Albillar of the Bucks
County Opportunity Council
(BCOC) has reached out to low-
income families to help them tack-
le their high heating costs through a
free weatherization program.

According to Albillar, families
can spend as much as 50 percent of
their income to heat their home.

"And that's too much," she said.
The U.S. Department of Energy

received additional funding from
the American Recovery and
Revitalization Act (ARRA), which
resulted in more money for
BCOC's program. With this fund-
ing, BCOC expects to weatherize
600 Bucks County homes by
March 2012.

"We really need to get more fam-
ilies enrolled in the program now,"
said Albillar. "It's been around
since the 1970s but many people
have not heard of it. Now with the
stimulus money we can help out a
lot more families."

BCOC is looking to assist 220
more families in the county before
ARRA funding ends next year.

"This time next year we don't
know how the weatherization pro-
gram will be funded, so if families

want to apply then time is of the
essence," said Albillar.

To be eligible for the program, a
family or individual must reside in
Bucks and has to be at or below
200 percent of the federal poverty
level for the last 12 months. For an
individual it would mean making
$21,780 or less per year, while a
four-person household must make
$44,700 or less per year.

Another eligibility factor is
whether the home meets building
codes and if contractors would be
able to weatherize the property with-
out worsening other existing prob-
lems in the home.

"For example, if there is a mold
issue or water issues we can't seal
and tighten that building as that
would exacerbate those issues," said
Albillar.

The program is not only for home-
owners but also for renters who pay
all or part of the utility bills for their
residence.

Once the BCOC approves an
application for assistance, a trained
energy consultant will go out to the
eligible home (including mobile
homes) to perform an assessment.

"They look at the whole building
as an envelope," said Albillar. "They
find out if there are leaks or places

where air is escaping and cold air is
coming in. They also take a look at
the heating system to see if it's effi-
cient."

The consultant will then deter-
mine the best energy-saving meas-
ures for the home, such as sealing
gaps, installing insulation and
replacing the heating system. BCOC
typically uses local contractors for
the work.

After the contractors have fin-

ished, an energy auditor then comes
to the home to make a final inspec-
tion.

Albillar said the whole process
can typically take several months.

"Families should be thinking now
about next winter even though this
one is barely over," said Albillar.
"They should be thinking of the sav-
ings they can get for next year."

BCOC, which has offices in
Quakertown, Doylestown and

Bristol, is a nonprofit community
action agency for the county, provid-
ing anti-poverty services such as
food programs, emergency assis-
tance for utilities and housing, and
an economic self-sufficiency pro-
gram.

For information, call 215-529-
1663 or 866-375-3280. Their weath-
erization and home energy conserva-
tion office is located at 347 New St.,
Quakertown.
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(Off Rt. 1 Directly behind Lawrenceville Ford)
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International Presenter

will be teaching 2 workshops
Sunday, April 3rd

The 1st workshop will be 10am-1pm ~ RELAX YOUR
NECK, LIBERATE YOUR SHOULDERS. 'Learn how to melt
away tension and associated mental anxiety and let your
shoulders and neck become a place of ease and comfort.'

The 2nd workshop will be 2:30pm-5:30pm ~ PELVIC
POWER: CORE INTEGRATION. 'This study can result in
improved posture, a stronger center, and relief of lower
back pain.'

4050 Skyron Drive, Doylestown, PA 18902
(215) 602-2414

www.espiralpilates.com

ATTORNEY ADVERTISING. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. 
We may associate with local firms in states wherein we do not maintain an office. 

P.C. LAW OFFICES&WEITZ  LUXENBERG
ASBESTOS • DRUGS/MEDICAL DEVICES • ENVIRONMENTAL • NEGLIGENCE

1.888.411.LAWS • www.weitzlux.com

700 BROADWAY • NEW YORK, NY 10003
BRANCH OFFICES IN NEW JERSEY, CALIFORNIA & COLORADO

Recent studies have indicated that use of the
osteoporosis medicine Fosamax® can lead to
fractures in the femur – the hip bone. These
fractures can occur in low-impact situations,
such as when stepping down stairs or even
just falling from a standing height or less. This
significant risk has been recently added to the
Warnings and Precautions section of the label.

If you or your loved one has suffered a HIP
fracture after taking Fosamax® it is your best
interests to investigate your legal rights for
possible compensation!

Weitz & Luxenberg can help you under-
stand your legal options. We are one of Amer-
ica’s largest trial law and products liability law
firms representing injured persons with 
total verdicts and settlements in excess of 
$3 Billion, and are committed to represent

your interests aggressively and professionally.
Our leadership experience in such national lit-
igations as asbestos injuries, defective med-
ical products and medicines, environmental
toxic torts and others has given thousands of
clients the confidence to entrust us with their
most serious legal issues. 

For a free consultation please call us today
at 1-888-411-LAWS (5297).

We are also investigating
• DEPUY ASR® HIP INJURIES
• ZIMMER NEXGEN® HIGH FLEX 

KNEE INJURIES

Attention 
FOSAMAX® VICTIMS

Have you suffered a thigh bone/femur injury?

888-585-BLUE

Toll Free

215-249-3575 

Dublin/Perkasie

www.blueflamegasservice.net

A Full Service Family-Owned

Propane Gas Company

Serving Bucks & Montgomery 
Counties for Over 60 Years

Residential • Commercial
• Metered Automatic Delivery 

• Certified Technicians  • Grill Gas Exchange  

• Water Heaters • Fork Lift Cylinder Service

Weatherization can save money for Bucks families

The Delaware River Basin
Commission (DRBC) announced
March 2 that the period for submit-
ting written comments on the pro-
posed natural gas development rule-
making will be extended an addi-
tional 30 days through the close of
business April 15. The comment
period was to have ended March 16.

“The commissioners announced
the extension at their March 2 public
business meeting held in West
Trenton in response to numerous
requests,” DRBC Executive
Director Carol R. Collier said.  “This
will provide additional time for the

public and government officials to
study the proposed regulations and
offer written technical comments.”  

The vote approving the 30-day
extension was four (Delaware,
New Jersey, New York, and the
federal government) to one
(Pennsylvania). 

The commissioners also instruct-
ed DRBC staff to immediately
begin sorting and processing the
approximately 2,500 comments
received to date.

Written comments will be
accepted by electronic and paper
submission 

The purpose of the proposed reg-
ulations is to protect the water
resources of the Delaware River
Basin during the construction and
operation of natural gas develop-
ment projects. The draft regulations
establish requirements to prevent,
reduce, or mitigate depletion and
degradation of surface and ground-
water resources and to promote
sound practices of watershed man-
agement.

The text of the proposed regula-
tions, can be found at drbc.net.

Contact the commission at 609-
883-9500 x205.

Basin commission extends comment period

Newtown Elementary students
Nadia and Gavin Zikria are finalists
in the Childrenʼs Advil “Relieve My
Fever” contest.

Contestants had to submit a one
minute video singing Advilʼs rendi-
tion of the classic song “Fever.” The
Zikrias are one of 15 finalists across
the United States competing for the
grand prize of $15,000 in funds
towards their education. 

Judges will determine  75 percent
of the score based on performance,
creativity and enthusiasm. The other
25 percent will come from online
voting.

Vote for Nadia, 7, and Gavin, 5,
through March 20 at
RelieveMyFever.com. Click on their
video, “So Long Fever,” and enter
an e-mail address to vote (e-mail
will be used for contest voting only).
One vote is allowed per day. 

As part of the contest, Children’s
Advil is donating $1 for every vote
cast – up to $50,000 – to the
Children’s Miracle Network
Hospitals.

Gavin and Nadia Zikria are finalists in the Children’s Advil “Relieve
My Fever” contest.

Cast a vote to help Bucks siblings win song contest

SEPTA will close Tamened
Avenue between Spring Lake Drive
and Matthews Avenue in New
Britain Township next week to
replace a rail crossing.

During construction beginning
March 21, Tamanend Avenue

through traffic will be detoured over
Upper State Road, Bristol Road and
Route 202.  Local access will be
maintained up to the construction
zone. 

Tamened Avenue will be closed
24 hours a day through March 25.

Tamanend Avenue closes for rail crossing work 


